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WWII Veterans Honor Flight - September 6th
The father of one of our members (Joe Payton - Lead), is a WWII veteran and was part
of a group of WWII vets who were flown on an "Honor Flight" to Washington, DC, to
take part in a ceremony honoring our veterans from that war. The Silver Statesmen
were asked to sing a few songs to the assembled crowd, which was held at the Harley
Davidson Center on Rainbow Blvd. Here are a few pics from that event and a short
video. We enjoy each and every opportunity to share our music with the community.
The crowd was very "fluid" and it was hard to tear them away from the pancake breakfast (ha!). But even with all the distractions, our 30 minutes of great barbershop music
was a hit!!

http://www.silverstatesmenbarbershopchorus.com/wwii-vets-honor-flight--singout.html

The World of Possibility
By Jim Halvorson

Gentlemen, as we have grown over the past two years, both in
numbers and in musical quality, I am continually inspired by how
each of you have embraced a world of possibility. We are all making
this journey together as "The Silver Statesmen,” not the merger of
two former chapters. Our continued success will be highlighted by
some pivotal performances in the next 6-9 months. We have a
district convention where we have the opportunity to win our second
Most Improved Chorus award and establish our chapter model as
Jim Halvorson
one of the new and exciting ways to revitalize a chapter in the
Director
district. We have an exciting set of holiday performances, with new,
challenging but rewarding music that is truly representative of the
level of capability of this chorus. Next April, we have one of our most historic
performances to date, bringing together a community of men to enjoy and share our love
of music with each other and an awaiting audience. Next May we could even have the
opportunity to do the unheard of......winning our second Most Improved Chorus award at
a division level contest. How would that be for establishing excellence in a short period of
time?
So where do we go from here? The possibilities are endless. Our town hall planning
meeting showed us that our chapter has some lofty goals and we have no reason to wait.
We are poised for great things. All we need now is you. Your willingness to embrace
possibility. Your willingness to prepare and succeed at "The Silver Statesmen" level (a
level that keeps improving every week). Your willingness to aim for musical and
emotional highs that make the social, brotherhood aspect of our hobby all that more
meaningful.
So you have a choice. We can stay right where we are, which is now solidly above the
average in our organization. We currently perform at a level commensurate with the top
20% or so of our society. That is a huge accomplishment. Or you have the opportunity to
shoot for the moon, take a chance, and help us all build the next great barbershop
chapter. How great will it be when we have 100 active singers on the risers each week?
What kind of performances will we have when we can challenge ourselves with the best
and most rewarding repertoire we can find? How many different places and peoples’
lives will we affect when we get to stand on stage together and tell our story in
song? The possibilities are truly endless!
I thank you for enrolling me in this vision. I thank you for allowing me and the leadership
of the chorus to guide you along a path to see how limitless our mission and vision can
be. Most of all, I thank all of you for continuing the tradition of the greatest choral art form
that I will ever be involved with, barbershop harmony!
It's is great to be a Silver Statesmen!
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The Silver Statesmen “Lineup” - as of 30 Sep 2014
DIRECTOR
Jim Halvorson
TENORS
Buehrer, Roger
Conner, Mike
Halvorson, Dallas
Mininger, John
Nelson, James
Pierce, Xavier
Preston, Randy
Salmon, Collin
Spinks, Philip
Truman, Carl
Weiss, Albert
LEAD
Andersen, Roger
Coon, Rich
Cuevas, Gil
Halvorson, James
Halvorson, Larry
Hettinga, Warren
Hurwitz, Mike
Ives, Rick
Jewell, Skyler
Klaus, Bill
Knapp, Greg
Lambert, Ivan
Larson, Dave
Lenox, John
Litchfield, Larry
Onufrieff, Victor
Payton, Joe
Pratt, Keith
Pruszka, Dave
Pucci, Roc
Puckett, Antwun
Roberson, Dale
Rovere, Rob
Salmon, Steve
Sonneman, Phil

BARITONE
Ackers, Stan
Adler, Bud
Cotton, Ed
Floyd, Dave
Harrold, Kurtis
Hunt, Dean
Kleckner, Marc
Krausman, Ernie
Pascucci, Joe
Raybeck, Jerry
Salmon, Isaac
Salz, Don
Sellnow, Brian
Straub, Walter
Wisniewski, Ryan

Newest Chapter Members
James Nelson
Greg Knapp
Rob Rovere
Marc Kleckner
Joe Pascucci
Abiel Cano
Larry Paterson
Joseph Silla
Scott Fewell

BASS
Amblad, Bob
Bossard, Buzz
Bye, Jerry
Cano, Abiel
Cimino, Charlie
Cooper, Kyle
Craig, Herb
Dreyer, Greg
Feeney, Peter
Fewell, Scott
Goldberg, Fred
Green, Fred
Hanna, Justin
Hill, Billy
Hulbert, John
Johnson, Dennis
Johnson, James
Judd, Martin
Kennedy, Dave
Lusk, Bill
Massa, JD
McDonnell, Walter
McNabb, Brandon
Mondi, Nino
Morrison, Dick
Paterson, Larry
Pechart, Larry
Silla, Joseph
Scharren, Steve
Sullivan, Sully
White, Wes
Wines, Chuck
Wyson, Joe

COME JOIN US
If you have recently moved to Las Vegas, are just visiting, or have lived here
all your life, we want you to feel welcome at any of our meetings.
WHERE: Good Samaritan Lutheran Church, 8425 W. Windmill Lane, Las
Vegas, NV 89113.
WHEN: Thursday evenings from 7:00 - 10:00 p.m.
WHY: Because if you are between 10 - 110 years old, like to sing, and can
carry a tune in a bucket, we’d love to have you come and enjoy the evening
with us.
Visitors are always welcome!
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A Look to the Future
By Steve Salmon

Steve Salmon
Chapter President

It has been over a month since our town hall and
roundtable discussions. We explored where we had
been, our visions and dreams, our role in creating it,
and how long it would take to get there.
At the conclusion of this event, we identified 5
aims to focus on.

ENSURE GROWTH
IMPROVE THE PRODUCT
PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP
FINANCIAL SECURITY
The people who attended this event let it be known that the Silver
Statesmen want to continue growing and improving. Now with a unified
Voice and Vision, we move forward into our future.
The Board of Directors has recently realigned the make-up of the board.
As our chapter continues to grow, there is an increased need for more
hands on deck. By streamlining board positions and organizing more
committees, burdens will be lightened and more voices will be brought into
the process. The 2015 Board will be made up of two members at large and
four VP Positions. Active committees that meet outside of the monthly
board meeting will assist the board in managing the chapter.
The Music & Performance VP, Chapter Development VP, Communications VP, and Executive VP will develop active committees who will meet
regularly and help shoulder the responsibilities of our growing chapter. The
Board is completed by the Chapter President, Immediate Past President,
Secretary and Treasurer.
Finally we are off to Fresno to participate in the Fall convention of the
greatest district in the Barbershop Harmony Society. I look forward to
joining with you and all of the other members of the Far Western District as
we celebrate our great hobby and passion. Best of luck to every Silver
Statesmen as we take the stage in Fresno.

Page 4

Personal Responsibility
By Martin Judd, Immediate Past President
There has been a lot of talk over the past two years about
exercising more personal responsibility. Primarily the talk
has been about each of us putting out the extra effort at
home to learn our words and notes and practice techniques
we were taught, so our director can spend his time teaching
us the ART of singing our songs on Thursday nights. And,
for the most part, we have put out that extra effort and it has
been shown by some really great singing by our chorus.
It’s also been a lot more fun on Thursday nights because we
Martin Judd
Immediate Past President
spend the night singing and not just learning, or re-learning,
words, notes and techniques. What a change from the “good
old days.” This personal responsibility thing seems to be working out, but only as far
as we’ve chosen to take it.
As I write this, we are just over 24 hours from voting on our board of directors for next
year. Why is it always like pulling teeth to find someone willing to take on some of the
responsibility of running the chapter? Only about 1/3 of our active members have
been willing to take on jobs in the chorus. What are the other 2/3’s doing? Everyone
in the chapter should have a job of some sort. It could be anything from setting up the
risers or greeting people at the door to being on the finance committee or the board
of directors. Starting in a few weeks, you are going to be given the opportunity to
pick, from a list of available jobs, the one(s) that you will perform next year. All of us
have talents and training in areas, other than singing, that the chorus could make good
use of. For those of you who agreed to serve on the board or other non-elected
positions that we had available, don’t worry about this. You are doing your share
already. The rest of you need to think about doing some of the work that needs doing
to ensure that we will be able to continue to reap the rewards that most of us are
already getting. Some of you younger guys may think that you are too young to do
stuff like this. WRONG! You can be a greeter at the door, set up risers, be a tag
master or do any number of other things. Those of you ‘old timers’ who held
numerous positions over the past years and stopped because you were tired; well, the
rest is over. Ten years of resting is long enough.
Yes, you are all beginning to show that you are taking on some personal responsibility, especially concerning your music. Now is the time for all of us to expand that
personal responsibility to taking care of the needs of the chapter. Go ahead, take a
job. Don’t worry about screwing it up. You can get training if it is needed. If you
mess up, you learn from the mistakes and try again. You will learn more by fixing up
something that you messed up than if you just sit back and don’t do anything.
The slate for the board of directors has been put together, and by closing tomorrow
night, they will have been elected. There are more working positions still to be filled.
A list is going to be generated in a few weeks, and you are going to be asked to fill in
the blanks. Don’t wait for someone to come to you and ask you to fill a position. Look
over the list, find a job you think that you could do, and volunteer to do it. Even
better, don’t wait for a list; just find a board member and volunteer your services.
“The Las Vegas Chapter - Silver Statesmen Chorus” is already becoming a real
success story, but it still needs a lot of hard work from ALL of us to keep the group
going in the successful direction it has taken.
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12 SIGNS YOU ARE A BARBERSHOPPER
posted by Becca Grimmer from barbershophq.com

We asked our Facebook friends to help us to answer
this: You know you’re a barbershopper if _________.
We had a overwhelming 152 (and counting) responses,
so we decided to feature some of them here.
1. You attempt to blow a pitch on an Oreo cookie.
2. Your family vacations revolve around conventions.
3. A perfect 4-part harmonic moment sends your spirit
soaring like nothing else ever could.
4. Your boss called you out for wearing your contest
attire to work.
5. You have (at least) three best friends.
6. Your “inner music judge” comes out when listening to
the radio.
7. Your license plate represents your hobby.
8. You harmonize with the ambient noise around you.
9. You know the words to more songs from the early
1900s than from the 2010s.
10. You plan pregnancies around District and International events.
11. You already know who’s singing at your funeral.
12. You are willing to spend seven days away from your
family, hearkening back to your college days, sleeping
in dorm rooms, so that you can learn more about a
passion that gives you zero financial benefit!
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Our Mission Statement
The Silver Statesmen is a men’s a cappella chorus hailing from Las
Vegas, Nevada. We specialize in the American musical art form of
Barbershop Harmony. Our mission is to share our passion for music
with our community and enrich the lives of our audiences and
members. By striving for growth in our musical endeavors and our
community outreach, we are constantly on a path of progress. What
makes all this possible?
.... It’s the music!

“My Two Cents’ Worth”
By Albert Weiss

In the July newsletter, I wrote about how good we can get. I believe
we are still making incredible strides at “betterness” each time we
meet. What is especially great is that we as a whole are beginning
to understand the concepts we’ve been given with a particular song
and applying these to other songs without any reminders that we
should be doing this.

Albert Weiss
VP, Music & Performance

Two thoughts are on my mind. The first thought is camaraderie.
One of the things that make our chapter special is each member that is a part of it. Every one
of us brings a set of unique talents to the group. As such, we need to recognize what makes
each one of us special and let that guy know that he is treasured. Our current Membership/
Chapter Development VP has done such a good job of that with his Silver Nugget award.
We must recognize that not all of us are on the same stepping stone in our musical progress
and ability. As your Music VP, I would ask you to be an encouragement to your fellow
singers, even if they don’t have the ability (or the memory) that you do. I would hate to lose a
valuable asset—anyone—because of a misguided or crass remark about someone’s ability.
The second thought on my mind is commitment. Your chapter leadership has done its level
best at providing us with positive leadership and direction. That’s not to say we’ve been a
100% smashing success, but I believe we have done a good job of failing forward, making
our mistakes boldly with conviction, then learning from them to do better next time.
We have been asking for personal responsibility from every man, and it is coming slowly but
surely. Our next step is for everyone to commit something “extra” to the chapter. Our chapter
is no longer simply a “Thursday night singing club.” It has become much more than that.
Simply put, we need your help. Whatever talent you may have (or wish to develop) can
somehow be put to use in the chapter.
Our musical success has been due not only to the dedication and talents of our Director, but
to the teamwork and support that our Music Team has been giving him and the chorus. Our
Music Team, if you will, is a small group that has a goal (planning/executing/evaluating the
musical life and direction of the chapter). Through serving this team, our teammates have
gotten to know each other better (camaraderie). I encourage you to commit to serving on a
team/committee/small group this coming year. This will help to make our chapter more
successful and attractive to ourselves, our audience, and our potential new members.

The Nugget is published quarterly and is the official publication of
the Las Vegas Chapter of the Far Western District (FWD) and the
Barbershop Harmony Society (BHS). The Las Vegas Chapter is the
home of the Silver Statesmen Barbershop Chorus. The chorus
rehearses each Thursday at 7 p.m. at the Good Samaritan Lutheran
Church, 8425 W. Windmill Ln, Las Vegas, NV 89113.
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Join Us On December 6th
To Celebrate the Christmas Season
And Let Us Entertain You With:
“Wishing You a Merry Christmas”
(details below)

Then, on Thursday, December 18th, the Silver Statesmen chorus
will be performing live at the Ethel M. Chocolate Factory - Cactus Garden
1 Sunset Way, Henderson
From 6:00 - 8:00 pm
Singing many songs of the Holidays in this annual Festive Lights Attraction
for residents and visitors alike!
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‘up close & personal’
Our ‘Great Geezer Getaway Guys’
Gear Up For A Third Major Trip
Veteran barbershoppers Dave Kennedy, 73, and Larry Litchfield, 79, are the quiet
promoters of the Las Vegas Chapter’s nearly-two-year-old merged chorus – the Silver
Statesmen.
They both were members of the former Gamble-Aires chorus; Dave has been a
local barbershopper since 1999; Larry since 2008 and in the 1960s in Southern
California.
They first met by accident at a Gamble-Aires rehearsal, discovered some rare
coincidences: each was retired, had been married for 45 years, their wives died in
2007 within two months of each other and they each have only one daughter...and no
grandkids.
With those unusual coincidences – and quite different career tracks -- they struck
up a close friendship... and the rest is history.
Since the successful merger, the Getaway Geezers have shared their story across
the Internet with their expansive website, articles and photos spanning the BHS
landscape and beyond. This visibility included their presence during the BHS 2014
International Convention at the MGM Grand (here in Las Vegas), where Larry served
as Daily Bulletin Editor and Dave offered his services as a photographer/reporter.
Since their first Getaway in 2010, they have traveled in excess of 10,000 miles in
Dave’s trusty 2008 Honda Fit...packed to the roof with camping gear and other
supplies.
GGG #1 in 2010 spanned some 3,700 miles in 19 days into the heart of the vast
Southwest and Rocky Mountains through eight states: NV, UT, AZ, CO, WY, SD, MT
and ID.
GGG#2 in 2012 took them over 3,900 miles into the Pacific Northwest through NV,
CA, OR and WA.
They also took a five-day mini trip in 2011 exploring Sedona and Oatman, AZ.
GGG #3 TO LAUNCH SOON
Now, they’re busy planning another major GGG adventure. This getaway will
kick off on Sunday morning in the wake of the Far Western District’s convention and
contest in Fresno, CA, on Saturday, Oct. 11.
After a brief visit to Larry’s daughter and son-in-law in the San Francisco East Bay
Area, and an overnight in Marin County at the home of Larry’s college roommate, the
duo will cast off for their third major GGG adventure.
This one will meander along some 800 winding miles on the Pacific Coast’s scenic
State Highway 1 and side roads, before hooking up with freeways and the return trip
home to Las Vegas.
Soon afterward, this latest adventure will be posted on their website with
narrative and a photo album containing their pictures. You’ll be able to see the
results of their trip at: www.geezergetaways.org
We wish them bon voyage and a fun, safe trip.
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Quartet Activities
Introducing “Jackpot!,” the newest Silver Statesmen registered foursome.
Comprised of four veteran quartet singers with over 100 years membership in
the Barbershop Harmony Society, “Jackpot!” is already pleasing audiences of
all sizes!! The members are (L-R) Randy Preston,tenor…John Hulbert,bass…Joe
Payton,lead and Joe Pascucci, baritone! All four are proud, active members of
The Silver Statesmen Barbershop Chorus in Las Vegas, NV.
They have prepared a full show package of ballads, uptunes and novelty songs
for your listening pleasure. For bookings, contact:
John Hulbert
jonsing@cox.net
(702) 778-2023

FROM THE MAY/JUNE 2014 ISSUE OF
BARBERSHOP CLIPPIN’S
FULLERTON, CA CHAPTER OF THE BHS
DON DERLER, EDITOR

Drink Up!!!
The following will probably amaze and startle you..
One glass of water shuts down midnight hunger pangs for almost 100% of the dieters studied in a
University study.
Lack of water is the #1 trigger of daytime fatigue. Preliminary research indicates that 8‐10 glasses of
water a day could significantly ease back and joint pain for up to 80% of sufferers. Note: That is be‐
tween 64 and 80 oz. per day minimum. A mere 2% drop in body water can trigger fuzzy short‐
term memory, trouble with basic math, and difficulty focusing on the computer screen. If you are
having problems remembering your music, drink more water.
Drinking 5 glasses of water daily decreases the risk of colon cancer by 45%, plus it can slash the
risk of breast cancer by 79%, and one is 50% less likely to develop bladder cancer. For singers, vo‐
cal hydration is extremely important, so drink lots of water. Be sure to drink room temperature
water before, during and after singing.
Drinking anything but room temperature water shocks the vocal cords: cold water tenses the mus‐
cles (like jumping in a cold swimming pool does to your whole body) and drinking warm water re‐
laxes the muscles. It is also important to note that water must be absorbed by the body before be‐
ing redistributed to your voice organ, so drink water all day long.
Are you drinking the amount of water you should every day?
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2014 Board of Directors
Our Chapter Leaders work diligently to guide us through our second year as the Silver
Statesmen and as the host chapter for the 2014 Barbershop Harmony Society International Convention and Competition. This is the first time in its 76 year history that the Society’s annual International Convention has come to Las Vegas. It’s a daunting task for any
chapter, but even more so with this landmark convention coming hot on the heels of our
merger of two chapters into one. All current indications show that the attendance at this
year’s convention will be among the highest in recent history.

NEW BOARD FOR 2015!
With some major changes made to the chapter board positions, the Board of Directors for
2015 are as follows:
President
Executive Vice Pres
Treasurer
Secretary
Music VP
Chapter Dev. VP
Communications VP
Member at Large
Member at Large
Immediate Past Pres

Albert Weiss
Greg Dreyer
Wes White
Ivan Lambert
Larry Halvorson
Joe Payton
Martin Judd
Bill Lusk
Isaac Salmon
Steve Salmon

Within these board positions, several committees and teams will be formed. The EVP will
be responsible for the Finance Committee, Ladies Aux., and Special Projects, as needed.
The Music VP will head up the Music Team, comprised of the Chorus Manager, Program
Manager, Director, Show Chairman, and Music Librarian.
The Communications VP will direct the Communications Team, consisting of Marketing,
Public Relations, Bulletin Editor, Webmaster, Social Media, and Photographer.
With our growing chapter, it was felt that these positions would better serve the needs of the
group than our previous board configuration.
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Silver Statesmen Calendar
st

(Board Meeting-1 Saturday at 9:30 / Music Team Meeting 1st Tuesday at 7:00)
NOTE: A date with No Rehearsal means not under the direction of Jim Halvorson. It may be a Dark Night,
Social Night, Party Night, Summer Boot Camp, etc. These nights will be under the direction of the Program
VP or Music VP and their teams.

2014
JANUARY
2
10
28 – 02
FEBRUARY
14
MARCH
21-23
APRIL
10
24
MAY
31
JUNE
1
JULY
1-6
3-31
AUGUST
7-28
SEPTEMBER
3
25
27
OCTOBER
10-12
16
23
NOVEMBER
TBD
27
DECEMBER
6
18
25

First Rehearsal of the year
Installation Banquet (Italian American Club)
BHS Midwinter Long Beach
Singing Valentines
Spring Convention + SW/SE Division Conventions (Riverside CA)
2nd Annual QT Contest / B-Day Party
(Nevada Big Give Day)
Annual Show Summerlin Library - 7pm
Annual Show Flamingo Library - 2pm
BHS International – LAS VEGAS
Chapter Activities
Chapter Activities
First Reading of Proposed Officers
Chapter Officer Elections
Combined Activity with Sweet Adeline’s
District Convention (Fresno, CA)
Chapter Activity
Kick off November Giving Campaign
Installation & Awards Banquet
No Rehearsal (Thanksgiving)
Annual Christmas Show Flamingo Library - 3pm AND 7pm
No Rehearsal
No Rehearsal

The Nugget is your newsletter and vehicle for sharing information, stories,
and news about the chapter, chorus, quartets, and the people in them. To
make it interesting and a fun read, I would encourage all of you to provide
articles for publication, photos of quartets in action, our members, chorus on
the risers….. Anything that you find interesting and would like to see in the
newsletter to share with others. — The Editor
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